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CODE OF STATUTES 

OF THE 

NOBEL FOUNDATION. 

GIVEN AT THE PALACE IN STOCKHOLM, 
ON THE 29TH DAY OF JUNE IN TH% YEAR 1900. 



OBJECTS OF THE FOUNDATION. 

§ 1. 

The Nobel Foundation is based upon the last Will and Testament of Dr. 
Alfred Bbrnhard Nobel, Engineer, which was drawn up on the 27th day of 
November 1895. The paragraph of the Will bearing upon this topic is worded thus: 

"With the residue of my convertible estate I hereby direct my Executors to 
proceed as follows: They shall convert my said residue of property into money, 
which they shall then invest in safe securities; the capital thus secured shall 
constitute a fund, the interest accruing from which shall be annually awarded in 
prizes to those persons who shall have contributed most materially to benefit mankind 
during the year immediately preceding. The said interest shall be divided into 
five equal amounts, to be apportioned as follows: one share to the person who 
shall have made the most important discovery or invention in the domain of Phy- 
sics; one share to the person who shall have made the most important Chemical 
discovery or improvement; one share to the person who shall have made the most 
important discovery in the domain of Physiology or Medicine; one share to the 
person who shall have produced in the field of Literature the most distin- 
guished work of an idealistic tendency; and, finally, one share to the person 
who shall have most or best promoted the Fraternity of Nations and the Abolish- 
ment or Diminution of Standing Armies and the Formation and Increase of Peace- 
Congresses. The prizes for Physics and Chemistry shall be awarded by the Swe- 
dish Academy of Science (Svenska Vetenskapsakademien) in Stockholm; the one 
for Physiology or Medicine by the Caroline Medical Institute (Karolinska institutet) 
in Stockholm; the prize for Literature by the Academy in Stockholm (i. e. 
Svenska Akademien) and that for Peace by a Committee of five persons to be 
elected by the Norwegian Storting. I declare it to be my express desire that, in 
the awarding of prizes, no consideration whatever be paid to the nationality of 
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the candidates, that is to say, that the most deserving be awarded the prize, 
whether of Scandinavian origin or not." 

The instructions of the Will as above set forth shall serve as a criterion for the ad- 
ministration of the Foundation, in conjunction with the elucidations and further stipula- 
tions contained in this Code and also in a deed of adjustment of interests amicably enter- 
ed into with certain of the testator's heirs on the 5th day of June 1898, wherein subse- 
quent upon the arriving at an agreement with reference to a minor portion of the pro- 
perty left by Dr. Nobel, they do affirm and declare, that : *'By these presents we do 
acknowledge and accept Dr. Nobel's Will, and entirely and under all circum- 
stances relinquish every claim for ourselves and our posterity to the late Dr. 
Nobel's remaining property, and to all participation in the administration of the 
same, and also to the possession of any right on our part to urge any criticism 
upon the elucidations of, or additions to, the said Will, or upon any other 
prescriptions with regard to the carrying out of the Will or the uses to which 
the means accruing from the bequest are put, which may either now or at some 
future time be imposed for observance by the Crown or by those who are thereto 
entitled ; 

Subject, nevertheless, to the following express provisoes: 

a) That the Code of Statutes which is to serve in common as a guide for all 
the corporations appointed to award prizes, and is to determine the manner and 
the conditions of the distribution of prizes appointed in the said Will, shall be 
drawn up in consultation with a representative nominated by Robert Nobel's fam- 
ily, and shall be submitted to the consideration of the King; 

b) That deviations from the following leading principles shall not occur, viz.: 
That each of the annual prizes founded by the said Will shall be awarded 

at least once during each ensuing five-year period, the first of the periods to 
run from and with the year next following that in which the Nobel-Foundation 
comes into force, and 

That every amount so distributed in prizes in each section shall under no 
consideration be less than sixty (60) per cent of that portion of the annual in- 
terest that shall be available for the award, nor shall the amount be apportioned 
to more than a maximum of three (3) prizes." 



By the "Academy in Stockholm", as mentioned in the Will, is understood 
the Swedish Academy — Svenska Akademien. 

The term "Literature", used in the Will, shall be understood to embrace not 
only works falling under the category of Polite Literature, but also other writings 
which may claim to possess literary value by reason of their form or their mode 
of exposition. 

The proviso in the Will to the effect that for the prize-competition only 
such works or inventions shall be eligible as have appeared "during the preced- 
ing year", is to be so understood, that a work or an invention for which a reward 
under the terms of the Will is contemplated, shall set forth the most modern re- 
sults of work being done in that of the departments, as defined in the Will, to 
which it belongs; works or inventions of older standing to be taken into considera- 
tion only in case their importance have not previously been demonstrated. 



§ 8. 

Every written work, to qualify for a prize, shall have appeared in print. 



8 4. 

The amount allotted to one prize may be divided equally between two works 
submitted, should each of such works be deemed to merit a prize. 

In cases where two or more persons shall have executed a work in con- 
junction, and that work be awarded a prize, such prize shall be presented to 
them jointly. 

The work of any person since deceased cannot be submitted for award; 
should, however, the death of the individual in question have occurred subsequent 
to a recommendation having been made in due course for his work to receive a 
prize, such prize may be awarded. 

It shall fall to the lot of each corporation entitled to adjudicate prizes, to de- 
termine whether the prize or prizes they have to award might likewise be grant- 
ed to some institution or society. 



8 5. 

No work shall have a prize awarded to it unless it have been proved by 
the test of experience or by the examination of experts to possess the preemin- 
ent excellence that is manifestly signified by the terms of the Will. 

If it be deemed that not one of the works under examination attains to the 
standard of excellence above referred to, the sum allotted for the prize or prizes 
shall be withheld until the ensuing year. Should it even then be found imposs- 
ible, on the same grounds, to make any award, the amount in question shall 
be added to the main fund, unless three fourths of those engaged in making the 
award determine that it shall be set aside to form a special fund for that one of 
the five sections, as defined by the Will, for which the amount was originally in- 
tended. The proceeds of any and every such fund may be employed, subject to 
the approval of the adjudicators, to promote the objects which the testator 
ultimately "liarl^tn vIbw in- making *bis bequest, in other ways than by means of prizes. 

Every special fund shall be administered in conjunction with the main funirt. 



8 6. 

For each of the four sections in which a Swedish corporation is charged 
with adjudicating the prizes, that corporation shall appoint a Committee — their 
Nobel-Committee — of three or five members, to make suggestions with reference 
to the award. The preliminary investigation necessary for the awarding of 
prizes in the Peace-section shall be conducted by the Committee of the Nor- 
wegian Storting, as laid down in the Will. 

To be qualified for election on a Nobel-Committee it is not essential 
either to be a Swedish subject or to be a member of the corporation that has to 
make the award. On the Norwegian Committee persons of other nationalities 
than Norwegian may have seats. 

Members of a Nobel-Committee may receive reasonable compensation for the 
labour devolving upon them as such, the amount to be determined by the cor- 
poration that appoints them. 

In special cases, where it shall be deemed necessary, the adjudicating cor- 
poration shall have the right of appointing a specialist to take part in the delib- 
erations and decisions of a Nobel-Committeo, in the capacity of a member 
of the same. 
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§ 7. 

It is essential that every candidate for a prize under the terms of the Will 
be proposed as such in writing by some duly qualified person. A direct appli- 
cation for a prize will not be taken into consideration. 

The qualification entitling a person to propose another for the receipt of a 
prize consists in being a representative, whether Swedish or otherwise, of the do- 
main of Science, Literature &c in question, in accordance with the detailed stip- 
ulations obtainable from the corporations charged with adjudicating the prizes. 

At each annual adjudication those proposals shall be considered that have 
been handed in during the twelve months preceding the 1st day of February. 



§ s. 

The grounds upon which the proposal of any candidate's name is made must 
be stated in writing and handed in along with such papers and other documents 
as may be therein referred to. 

Should the proposal be written in a language other than those of the Scan- 
dinavian group, or than English, French, German or Latin, or should the ad- 
judicators, in order to arrive at a decision upon the merits of a work proposed, 
be under the necessity of obtaining information as to the contents chiefly from a 
work written in a language, for the understanding of which there is no expedient 
save such as involves a great expenditure of trouble or money, it shall not be 
obligatory for the adjudicators to pay further consideration to the proposjil. 



» 9. 

On Founder's Day, the 10th of December, the anniversary of the death of 
the testator, the adjudicators shall malio known tho BoottUo of t bei r i aw a r d and 
Bhall hand over to the winners of prizes a cheque for the amount of the same, 
together with a diploma and a medal in gold bearing the testator's effigy and a 
suitable legend. 

It shall be incumbent on a prize-winner, wherever feasible, to give a lecture 
on the subject treated of in the work to which the prize has been awarded; such 
lecture to take place within six months of the Founder's Day at which the 
prize was won, and to be given at Stockholm or, in the case of the Peace prize, 
at Christiania. 



§ 10. 

Against the decision of the adjudicators in making their award no protest 
can be lodged. If differences of opinion have occurred they shall not appear in 
the minutes of the proceedings, nor be in any other way made public. 



S 11. 

As an assistance in the investigations necessary for making their award, and 
for the promotion in other ways of the aims of the Foundation, the adjudica- 
tors shall possess powers to establish scientific institutions and other organizations. 



The institutions &c so established, and belonging to the Foundation, shall 
be known under the name of Nobel-Institutes. 



§ 12. 

Each of the Nobel-Institutes shall be under the control of that adjudicating 
corporation that has established it. 

As regards its external management and its finances a Nobel-Institute shall 
have an independent status. Its property is not, however, on that account avail- 
able for defraying the expenses of any establishments belonging to an adjudica- 
ting or any other corporation. Nor is it permissible for any scholar who is in 
receipt of a fixed salary as an official of a Swedish Nobel-Institute to occupy a 
similar position at any other institution at the same time, unless the King be 
pleased to permit it in a special case. 

So far as the adjudicators of prizes deem it to be feasible, the Nobel-Insti- 
tutes shall be established on one common site and shall be organised uniformly. 

The adjudicating corporations are at liberty to appoint foreigners, either 
men or women, to posts at the Nobel -Institutes. 



S 13. 

From that portion of the income derived from the main fund that it falls 
to the lot of each of the five Sections annually to distribute, one fourth of the amount 
shall be deducted before the distribution is made. The immediate expenses con- 
nected with the award having been discharged, the remainder of the amount de- 
ducted as above directed shall be employed to meet the expenses of the Section 
in maintaining its Nobel-Institute. The money which is not absorbed in thus 
defraying the current expenditure for the year, shall form a reserve fund for 
the future needs of the Institute. 



THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE FOUNDATION. 



§ 14. 

The Nobel-Foundation shall be represented by a Board of Control, located 
in Stockholm. The Board shall consist of five members, one of whom, the Pre- 
sident, shall be appointed by the King, and the others by the delegates of the 
adjudicating corporations. The Board shall elect from their own members a Man- 
aging Director. 

For the member of the Board whom the King appoints one substitute shall 
be chosen, and for the other members two substitutes. 

Those members of the Board who are elected by the delegates of the ad- 
judicators, and also their substitutes, shall be appointed to hold office for two 
years, commencing from the 1st day of May. 



8 



S 15. 

The Board shall administer the funds of the Foundation as well as the 
other property, real and otherwise, belonging to it, in so far as such is common 
to all the sections. 

It shall be a function of the Board to hand over to the winners of pri- 
zes in accordance with the rules of the Foundation, the prizes so won, and besides, 
to attend to the payment of all duly authorised expenses connected with the 
prize-distribution, the Nobel-Institutes and similar objects. It shall further be 
incumbent on the Board to be of assistance, in matters that are not of a scienti- 
fic character, to all those who have to do with the Foundation, where help be 
required. 

The Board shall be empowered to engage the services of a lawyer to summon 
or prosecute a person or to defend a case on its behalf if need arise, and, in 
general, to act as the legal representative of the Foundation. The Board shall 
be entitled to engage the assistants who may be necessary for the proper discharge 
of its duties, and also to fix the terms, both as regards saLary and pension, on 
which such assistants shall be remunerated. 



8 16. 

The adjudicating corporations shall appoint fifteen delegates, for two civil 
years at a time; of these delegates the Academy of Science shall choose six and 
each of the other bodies three. To provide against inconvenience from the dis- 
ability of a delegate to serve at any time, the Academy of Science shall appoint 
four substitutes, and each of the other bodies two. 

The delegates shall elect one of their number to act as chairman. That 
election shall be held at a meeting to which the oldest of the delegates chosen 
by the Academy of Science shall summon his fellow -delegates. 

A minimum of nine delegates shall constitute a quorum. If any of the 
adjudicating corporations neglect to choose delegates, that shall not prevent the 
other delegates from arriving at a decision on the business before them. 

Should a delegate reside at any place other than that where the meeting of 
delegates takes place, he shall be entitled to receive reasonable compensation for 
the expense to which he shall have been put in attending the meeting, such 
compensation to be paid from the general funds of the Foundation. 



§ 17. 

The administration and accounts of the Board shall be controlled once every 
civil year by five auditors, of whom each of the adjudicating corporations shall 
elect one and the King appoint the fifth; this last shall act as chairman at 
their sittings. 

Before the expiration of February every year a report concerning the ad- 
ministration of the Board shall be handed in to the chairman of the Auditing 
Committee, which in its turn shall bring in its report before the first day of 
April to the delegates of the adjudicating corporations. 

In the Auditors' Report, which must be published in the public newspapers, 
there shall appear a summary of the objects to which the proceeds of the several 
funds have been applied. 



_ 9_ 

If any of the adjudicating corporations neglects to elect an auditor, or if any 
auditor fails to appear after having been summoned to a sitting of the Auditing 
Committee, the other auditors shall not be thereby prevented from pursuing their 
task of auditing. 



§ 18. 

The auditors shall at all times have access to all the books, accounts and 
other documents of the Foundation ; nor shall any information they may demand 
concerning the management be withheld by the Board. All the deeds and 
securities belonging to the Foundation shall be examined and verified at least 
once a year by the auditors. 

The Minister of Public Education and Worship, either in person or by 
appointed deputy, shall also have the right of access to all the documents, 
belonging to the Foundation. 



§ 1». 

On the basis of the Auditors* Report the delegates of the adjudicators shall 
determine whether the Board shall be held absolved from their responsibility or 
not, and shall take those measures against the Board or any member of it for 
which call may arise. If no case be brought up within a year and a day of 
the date when the report of the Board was handed in to the auditors, the 
exoneration of the Board shall be held to have been granted. 



§ 20. 

The King shall determine the salary of the managing director, and also 
the amount of remuneration that shall be given to the other members of the 
Board and to the auditors. 

Further instructions as to the management of the Foundation not contained 
in this Code shall be issued by the King in special by-laws. 



§ 21. 

One tenth part of the annual income derived from the main fund shall be 
added to the capital. To the same fund shall be also added the interest accruing 
from the sums set aside for prizes, while they remain undistributed or have not 
been carried over to the main or other (special) fund, as directed in § 5. 



ALTERATIONS IN THE CODE. 



§ 22. 

A proposition to modify these statutes may be made by any of the adjud- 
icating corporations, by their delegates, or by the Board. Upon any such 
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proposition being brought forward by the adjudicators or by the Board, the dele- 
gates shall be required to express an opinion relative to it. 

The adjudicators and the Board shall have to come to a decision on any 
proposal made, the Academy of Science having two votes and the other corporations 
one each. If there are not at least four votes in favour of a proposition, or if 
that corporation whose rights and authority the change proposed affects has not 
given its assent, the proposition shall be regarded as rejected. In the contrary- 
case the proposition shall be submitted by the Board to the King for his 
consideration. 

The omission on the part of any of those who are notified in due course 
of a proposed change, to send in any communication within four months of the receipt 
of the said notification, shall not prevent a decision being arrived at. 



TEMPORARY REGULATIONS. 



1. Directly the Code of Statutes of the Foundation shall have been ratified 
by the King, the adjudicators shall appoint the prescribed number of delegates 
to act until the close of the year 1901; they shall be summoned to meet together 
in Stockholm at the earliest date possible, for the purpose of electing the members 
of the Board of Control of the Foundation. 

In determining the period of service of those members of the Board who 
are first appointed, the following points are to be observed: firstly, that to the 
time of service laid down by the statutes, which commences on 1st May 1901, the 
time between the date of the election and the day named must be added, and 
secondly, that two members of the Board shall be chosen by lot to go off again 
one year afterwards (on May 1). 

2. The Board of Control of the Foundation shall assume the management 
of the property of the Foundation at the commencement of the year 1901; 
subject to the proviso, however, that the testator's executors shall be at liberty 
to continue, during the progress of the year, to take those measures which may 
still be necessary for the completion of the winding up of the estate, so far as 
they find needful. 

3. The first distribution of prizes shall take place, if feasible, in 1901, and 
that in all five sections. 

4. From the property possessed by the Foundation there shall be deducted : 

a. A sum of 300,000 kronor (about £ 16,556) for each of the five sections, 
1,500,000 kronor in all, to be used, along with the interest accruing 
therefrom after the first of January 1900, as need arises, for defraying 
the running expenses of organising the Nobel-Institutes, and 

b. The sum which the Board, after consultation with the delegates, may 
deem necessary for procuring a building of its own, to embrace offices 
for the transaction of business and a large hall for Founder' s-day celebrations. 
The adjudicators shall be empowered to set aside the 300,000 kronor and 

interest thereon, mentioned above, or any portion of the same, on behalf of the 
special funds of the different sections. 
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To all which Each and Every One, whom it may concern, hath to pay duti- 
ful*and obedient heed. To the further certainty whereof WE have hereby attached 
OUR own signature and royal seal. 

At the Palace in Stockholm, on this the 29th day of June 1900. 

OSCAR. 

(L. S.) 



Nils Claeson, 



STATUTES, 

TOGETHER WITH 

SPECIAL REGULATIONS, 

CONCERNING 

THE DISTRIBUTION etc. OF PRIZES 
FROM THE NOBEL FOUNDATION 

BY 

THE ROYAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCE IN STOCKHOLM. 

GIVEN BY 

HIS GRACIOUS MAJESTY, OSCAR II, KING OF SWEDEN AND NORWAY, 
AT THE PALACE IN STOCKHOLM, ON THE 29TH DAY OF JUNE 1900. 



PRIZE DISTRIBUTION. 

§ 1- 

The right to hand in the name of a candidate for a prize, as directed in 
§ 7 of the Code of Statutes of the Nobel-Foundation, shall belong to: 

1. Home and foreign members of the Royal Academy of Science in 
Stockholm. 

2. Members of the Nobel-Committees of the Physical and Chemical Sec- 
tions as defined in the Code. 

3. Scientists who have received a Nobel-prize from the Academy of 
Science. 

4. Professors, whether in ordinary or associate, of the Physical and 
Chemical Sciences at the Universities of Upsala, Lund, Christiania, Copenhagen 
and Helsingfors, at the Caroline Medico-Chirurgical Institute and the Royal 
Technical College in Stockholm, and also those teachers of the same subjects 
who are on the permanent staff of the Stockholm University College. 

5. Holders of similar chairs at other universities or university colleges, to 
the number of at least six, to be selected by the Academy of Science in the 
way most appropriate for the just representation of the various countries and 
their respective seats of learning. 

6. Other Scientists whom the Academy of Science may see fit to select. 

A determination as to the choice to be made of teachers and scientists, in 
accordance with sections 5 and 6 above, shall be arrived at before the close of 
each September. 
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§ 2. 

For each of the Physical and Chemical Sections the Nobel-Committee, as 
prescribed in § 6 of the Code, shall consist of five members, four of them being 
chosen by the Academy and the fifth being the president of the corresponding 
section of the Nobel-Institute, as mentioned in § 14 below. 

The election shall be for a space of four civil years. A member going off 
by rotation shall be eligible for reelection. 

If a member retires or dies before his period expires, another person 
shall be elected to serve for the remainder of the period. 



§ 3. 

Previous to the election of a member of the Nobel-Committee, a list of 
proposed names shall be drawn up by the 4th Class in the Academy if the 
election be to the Committee in Physics, and by the 5th Class if the election be 
to the Committee in Chemistry. These lists shall be handed in to the Academy 
not later than the close of November. 

If either of the above Classes of the Academy so desires, they shall be 
empowered to associate any competent member of another Class with themselves 
in the task of drawing up the lists aforesaid. 



§4. 

The Academy shall select one of the members chosen to sit on a Nobel- 
Committee to be the chairman of the same, for the space of one year at a time. 
In case of absence on the part of the chairman, his place shall be taken for the 
sitting by the oldest among the members present. 

When the two committees meet in joint conference the chair shall be taken 
by the older of the two chairmen. 



» 5. 

No decision shall be arrived at by a Nobel-Committee, unless there be 
present a minimum of three out of the five members having seats on it, as 
directed in § 2 above. 

Voting shall not be by ballot, but open. If the votes be equally divided, 
the chairman shall have a casting vote. 



During the course of the month of September in each year the Nobel- 
Committees shall issue a circular to all those who are qualified, according to § 
1 above, summoning them to make nominations of candidates for prizes before 
the first day of February in the following year; such nominations to be supr 
ported by evidence, documentary and otherwise. 
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§ 7. 

Before the close of September every year the Nobel-Committee shall present 
to the Academy their opinion and proposals regarding the distribution of prizes. 

That Class in the Academy which is therein concerned shall then express 
its views with regard to the proposals, before the expiration of the month of 
October at the latest. Should the Class in question deem it necessary to call in 
the services of some qualified member of any other Class, to aid in drawing up 
their report, they shall have authority to do so. 

The final decision, devolving upon the Academy, shall be arrived at within 
the lapse of the first half of November next ensuing. 

§ 8. 

The proceedings, verdicts and proposals of the Nobel-Committees with refer- 
ence to the prize-distribution shall not be published or in any other way be 
made known. 

8 9. 

The amount of the remuneration that in conformity with § 6 in the Code 
is to be allotted to a member of a Nobel-Committee, shall be determined by the 
Academy, after it has. beard the joint views of Classes 5 and 6. 

The amount of remuneration to be accorded to any person who shall have 
been called in as an expert member of a Nobel-Connnittee, in pursuance of the 
stipulations of § 6 in the Code, shall be determined by the Academy, after it 
has heard the opinion of the Class which shall have called in such member. 

§ 10. 

To every member of the Academy who shall attend a meeting at which, in 
pursuance of § 7 (item 2 or 3), a Class in the Academy shall agree upon a 
final verdict or at which the Academy shall come to a decision in regard to the 
prize-award, a Nobel medal in gold shall be presented for each occasion. 

» 11. 

All questions connected with the Nobel-Foundation shall be dealt with at 
special sittings of the Academy. The minutes made at those sittings shall not be 
preserved with those of the other sittings of the Academy. All expenses entailed 
by these special sittings shall be defrayed from the funds of the Nobel-Foundation. 



THE NOBEL INSTITUTE. 



» 12. 



The Nobel-Institute, which § 11 of the Code authorises the Academy of 
Science to establish, is to be so established primarily for the purpose of carrying 
out, where the respective Nobel-Committees shall deem requisite, scientific in- 
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vestigation as to the value of those discoveries in the domains of Physics and 
Chemistry, which shall have been proposed as meriting the award of a Nobel-prize ta 
their authors. 

The Institute shall, moreover, as far as its means allow, promote such 
researches in the domains of the sciences named, as promise to result in salient 
advantage. 

§ 13. 

The Nobel-Institute shall consist ^f two sections, one for Physical Research 
and one for Chemical Research. 

The buildings required for these two sections shall be erected on contiguous 
sites, and rooms for the sittings of the Nobel-Committees as well as record-rooms,, 
libraries &c shall be constructed for the two in common. 



§ u. 

The Nobel-Institute shall be under the superintendence of an Inspector,, 
appointed by the Crown. 

As president of each of the two sections of the Nobel-Institute, the Academy 
of Science shall select, on the basis of recommendations from the Class in the 
Academy concerned, a scientist, either of Swedish or foreign extraction, who is- 
possessed of an established reputation as an investigator and of a wide experience 
in, and grasp of, the branch of science which it is the function of the section to 
promote. 

The presidents shall have the title of Professor. 

The terms of appointment for the presidents shall be drawn up by the 
Academy on the basis of suggestions from the Class in the Academy concerned. 



§ 15. 

The president of a section shall devote the whole of his working-time to the 
concerns of that section. He shall exercise supervision over the officials and 
attendants in the service of the section, have charge of the buildings and collec- 
tions belonging to it, and be held responsible in the last resort for the 
finances. 

The president shall see to the carrying out of the work of investigation 
mentioned in § 12. In cases where such work falls within that department of 
research which the president has made his own, he shall be required to execute 
it himself. 

The other regulations to which the president shall be subject shall be im- 
parted to him in a special code of instructions drawn up by the Academy. 



§ 16. 

Whenever need shall arise for the calling in of a specialist to assist in the 
work of investigation, that Nobel^Committee which has the matter in hand, shall 
make application to the Academy for the purpose. The fee for such work shall 
be fixed in each case by the Academy on the basis of the Committee's own 
proposal, observance nevertheless being paid to the following paragraph — 
§ 17. 
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§ 17. 



In cases where the Academy, by the terms of the Code, does not hold the 
sole right to determine the amount of the remuneration to be accorded to any 
member of the Academy, the decision authorising such payments to be made 
shall be submitted to the Crown for consideration and sanction. 



§ 18. 

A joint secretary for the two sections of the Nobel-Institute shall be ap- 
pointed by the Academy, the conditions of appointment to rest with that body. 
Names for the post shall be proposed by the two Nobel-Committees jointly. The 
secretary shall be required, in addition to his other duties, to keep the minutes 
at the sittings of the Nobel-Committees. A librarian shall also be appointed in 
the same manner. The position of librarian may be combined with that of 
secretary or assistant to the Institute. 

Assistants, makers of instruments, porters and other officials required for 
the work of the Institute, shall be engaged and dismissed by that Nobel-Committee 
which employs them. 

» 19. 

Permission for other persons than those who are on the scientific staff of 
the Institute to carry on research in its laboratories &c, may be granted by the 
Nobel-Committee interested, yet only provided the researches are directed towards 
■determining the scientific conditions upon which some discovery or some invention 
may be evolved. 



SPECIAL FUNDS. 



§ 20. 

As soon as any Special Funds shall have been formed, in accordance with 
§ 5 in the Code, the Academy shall be entitled to distribute, out of the annual 
yield thereof, support for the furtherance, in directions the testator had ultimately 
in view in making his bequest, of any work in the domains of Physical and 
Chemical Science that may be judged to be of significance either in a scientific 
or a practical regard. 

Assistance of that kind shall by preference be accorded to such persons as 
shall have already attained, by their labours in the sciences named, to results 
that promise in their further development to prove worthy of the support of the 
Nobel-Foundation. 

Proposals for the awarding of assistance of the nature above indicated shall 
be made by the respective Nobel-Committees and submitted to the Academy; it 
shall then rest with that body to consult the opinion of the Class concerned and 
thereafter to determine on the case. 

The income derived from the special funds may also be applied to the needs 
of the Nobel-Institute. 
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ALTERATION OF THE PRESENT STATUTES. 

§ 21. 

A proposition to alter the present statutes may be raised by any member 
of the Academy or of the Nobel-Committees, liefore the Academy proceeds to 
deal with any proposition to that end, it shall first obtain an expression of 
opinion with regard to it from the two Xobel-Committees jointly, and subsequently 
from Classes 4 and 5 in the Academy jointly. Any proposed alteration that has 
been adopted by the Academy shall be submitted to the Crown for consideration 
and sanction. 

TEMPORARY REGULATIONS. 

On the occasion of the first election of members on the Nobel-Committees 
the Academy shall also appoint a pro tem. secretary for these Committees. 

Until such time as presidents shall have been chosen or definitely appointed, 
there shall be a fifth member of each of the Nobel-Committees, chosen by the 
Academy. Those members shall retire on the appointment of presidents. 

In determining the period of service of the other four members of each 
Committee to be first appointed, the following points are to be noted: that to 
the period stipulated for them to act must be added the time that elapses be- 
tween the day of their election and the 1st of January 1901; and further, that 
at the time of election lots shall be drawn to determine which of the members 
shall go ofi' by rotation, as stipulated, at the close of the years 1901, 1902 
and 1903. 

The presidents of the sections of the Institute shall be appointed pro tem., 
directly after the Academy has decided that measures shall be taken for the 
establishment of the Institute. 

The definite appointment to the permanent posts of both president and 
secretary shall not take place until the Institute shall have been equipped and 
l)e in working order. 

Until the time when the Nobel-Institute shall be complete and have ob- 
tained its due organization, the Nobel-Committees shall resort to the opinions of 
(»xperts in the several departments for such technical information as they may 
find themselves in need of for the purposes of the adjudicating of prizes, and 
they are empowered to have the experimental investigation and testing carried 
out at any institution, either home or foreign, that they may deem suitable. The 
fees to be paid in such cases shall be individually fixed by the Academy on the 
basis of a suggestion to be made by the Nobel-Committee concerned, with due 
observance, however, of the stipulations contained in § 17. 

To all which Each and Every One, whom it may concern, hath to pay 
dutiful and obedient heed. To the further certainty whereof WE have hereby 
attached OUR own signature and royal seal. 

At the Palace in Stockholm, on this the 29th day of June 1900. 

OSCAR. 

(L. S.) 

Nils Claeson. 



STATUTES, 

TOGETHER WITH 

SPECIAL REGULATIONS, 

CONCERNING 

THE DISTRIBUTION etc. OF PRIZES 
FROM THE NOBEL-FOUNDATION 

BY 

THE CAROLINE MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL INSTITUTE 

IN STOCKHOLM. 

GIVEN BY 

HIS GRACIOUS MAJESTY, OSCAR II, KING OF SWEDEN AND NORWAY, 
AT THE PALACE IN STOCKHOLM, ON THE 29TH DAY OF JUNE 1900. 



PRIZE DISTRIBUTION. 

§ 1- 

All questions connected with the prize-distribution shall be first dealt with 
by the Nobel-Committee for the Medical Section, constituted as prescribed in the 
Code, and shall be handed on bv it to the Professorial Staff of the Caroline 
Institute for a final decision. 

§ 2. 

Three of the members of the Nobel-Committee shall be chosen by the pro- 
fessors at the Caroline Institute for a period of three civil years. Every year 
one of their number shall go off by rotation, a retiring member being, however, 
eligible for reelection. 

The said professors shall appoint one of the three members chairman of the 
committee, and another vice-chairman. 

The other members shall be appointed at times, and in the manner, stated 
below in § 6. 

§ 3. 

The Nobel-Coramittee cannot transact business unless at least half the 
members are present. 

If the votes are equally divided the chairman shall exercise the casting vote. 
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§ 4. 

Every year, during the month of September, the Nobel-Committee shall 
issue a circular to all those persons who are qualified, according to the stipu- 
lations given below, to make proposals of names for the receipt of prizes, re- 
questing them to hand in such proposals before the expiration of the month of 
February next ensuing, together with the documentary evidence in support thereof. 



§ 5* 

The qualification requisite for the right to nominate candidates for the 
Nobel prize-competition shall be held to be possessed by: 

1. Members of the Professorial Staff of the Caroline Institute. 

2. Members of the Medical Class in the Royal Academy of Science. 

3. Those persons who shall have received a Nobel-prize in the Medical- 
section. 

4. Members of the Medical Faculties at the Universities of Upsala, Lund, 
Christiania, Copenhagen and Helsingfors. 

5. Members of at least six other medical faculties, to be selected by the Staff 
of the Caroline Institute in the way most appropriate for the just representation 
of the various countries and their respective seats of learning. 

6. Scientists whom the said Staff may see fit to select. 

A determination as to the choice to be made of teachers and scientists, in 
accordance with sections 5 and 6 above, shall be made within the first half of 
the month of September, the initial proposal to emanate from the Nobel- 
Committee. 



§ 6. 

The nominations to the prize-competition that shall have been handed in by 
l)ersons duly qualified, as above detailed, during the course of each year counting 
from Feb. 1 to Feb. 1, shall be first dealt with by the Nobel-Committee, which 
shall arrange them and hand them on, with the comments upon them it may see 
fit to make, to the Professorial Staff of the Caroline Institute within the first 
half of February. 

The said Staff shall thereupon, in the first half of March, appoint two 
additional members on the Nobel-Committee for the remaining portion of the 
civil year. 

The said Staff shall, moreover, be empowered to appoint one or more 
experts to take part as members in the deliberations and decisions of the 
Nobel-Committee, whenever it shall consider such a procedure necessary in any 
j)articular case. 

§ 7- 

The Nobel-Committee shall determine which of the works of those nomin- 
ated shall be subjected to a special investigation, and shall undertake the doing 
of the same, being hereby empowered to employ the assistance needed. 

The Nobel- Committee having handed in its decision within the month of 
April, the Staff of the Caroline Institute shall determine at its first sitting in 
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the month of May, whether the works of any others of those nominated shall also 
he made the subject of special examination. 

The work of a nominee shall be rejected if it be not decided to have it 
specially examined. 

§ 8. 

The Nobel-Committee shall hand in its verdict and proposals for the prize- 
award to the Staff of the Caroline Institute within the month of September. 



The said Professorial Staff shall then fix a day in the month of October 
upon which to proceed to decide finally upon the prize-award. 



§ 10. 

Members of the Nobel-Committee not on the Professorial Staff shall be 
entitled to take part in the deliberations upon the awarding of the prize, though 
without the right of voting. 

With the above exception, only the regular members of the Staff shall be 
permitted to take part in the deliberations and voting upon the prize-award. 

The voting on the award shall be by ballot. Where necessary, lots shall 
be drawn. 

Every member of the Staff who is present at the final decision, and the 
secretary and the members of the Nobel-Committee, shall receive a gold medal 
specially struck for the occasion. 



§ 11. 

The Nobel-Committee is entitled to make requisition from the Hoard of 
xA.dministration of the Caroline Institute for the assignment of means to defray 
its expenses. If the Board approves the requisition so made, it is entitled to 
debit the Nobel Foundation with the amount. Should the Board not sanction 
the requisition, or should it desire from other reasons so to do, it may refer the 
matter to the decision of the Professorial Staff of the Caroline Institute. 

The assignment of sums to meet the other items of expenditure arising out 
of the prize-distribution shall be decided upon by the Staff oi^ the Caroline 
Institute, after consultation with the Board of Administration of the Institute. 

In cases where the Staff, by the terms of the Code, does not possess the 
sole right to remunerate one of its own members, its decision that such payment 
be made shall be submitted to the Crown for consideration and sanction. 

The printed documents, which have been handed in with the nominations for the 
prize-competition or have been purchased for the assistance of the adjudicators, shall be 
preserved in the library of the Caroline Institute, without, however, any re- 
sponsibility for the same devolving upon the public treasury. 

Scientific instruments and other auxiliaries of like nature, procured to 
facilitate the labour of investigation as a necessary preliminary to the adjudica- 
tion of prizes, shall be the property of the Nobel-Foundation. They shall be 
kept in such departments of the Caroline Institute as the Staff thereof shall 
appoint, without, however, any responsibility for them devolving upon the public 
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treasury; they shall, moreover, be used there until such time when they can be 
removed to a permanent home in the Medical Nobel-Institute that is to be established. 
An inventory of the above-mentioned belongings of the Nobel-Foundation shall 
be drawn up once every year and presented to the Board of Control, which 
shall have them under its charge. 



THE MEDICAL NOBEL INSTITUTE. 

§ 12. 

The Medical Nobel-Institute, which shall be under the superintendence 
of the Chancellor of the Universities of the country, shall be established and 
organised by decree of the Staff of the Caroline Institute, when the said Staff 
shall deem that the necessary means for the purpose are available. 

A proposition for the establishing of this Institute may be made by a 
member of either the Staff or the Nobel-Committee. The Nobel-Committee shall 
first deal with a proposition to that end, preparatory to its being submitted to 
the Professorial Staff of the Caroline Institute for approval. 

Until this Nobel-Institute shall have entered upon its duties all particulars 
connected with its functions shall be submitted to the Crown for consideration 
and sanction. 



THE SPECIAL FUND OF THE MEDICAL PRIZE-SECTION. 



§ 13. 

The proceeds of this fund shall be devoted to promoting research in 
medical science, in other ways than by prize-distribution, and to rendering 
the results of that research of practical use to mankind in directions in accord 
with what the testator ultimately had in view in making his bequest. 

The revenue accruing from the fund shall not be appropriated for paying 
the salary of any official engaged at the Caroline Institute. 



§ 14. 

A proposition for the disposal of the i)roceeds of the fund may be made 
by a member cither of the Staff of the Caroline Institute or of the Nobel- 
Committee. 

The Staff shall debate and decide any such proposition after the Board of 
Administration of the Institute has expressed an opinion upon it. 



§ 15. 

If the amount derived from the fund in any one year be not disposed of, 
the Staff aforesaid shall determine whether it shall be added to the capital sum 
of the fund or reserved for use in following years. 
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TEMPORARY REGULATIONS. 

In determining the period of service of those three members of the Nobel - 
Committee who shall be first appointed by the Staff, the following points shall 
be observed: to the time stipulated for service is to be added the time elapsing 
between the date of election and the 1st of Jan. 1901; and further, in conjunc- 
tion with the election, lots are to be drawn to determine which of the three 
members shall go off by rotation, as stipulated, at the end of 1901, and which 
at the end of 1902. 

To all which Each and Every One, whom it may concern, hath to pay 
dutiful and obedient heed. To the further certainty whereof WE have hereby 
attached OUR signature and royal seal. 

At the Palace in Stockholm, on this the 29th day of June 1900. 



OSCAR. 

(L. S.) 

Nils Claeson. 



STATUTES, 

TOGETHER WITH 

SPECIAL REGULATIONS, 

CONCERNING 

THE DISTRIBUTION etc. OF PRIZES 
FROM THE NOBEL FOUNDATION. 

BY 

THE SWEDISH ACADEMY IN STOCKHOLM. 

GIVEN BY 

HIS GRACIOUS MAJESTY, OSCAR II, KING OF SWEDEN AND NORWAY, 
AT THE PALACE IN STOCKHOLM, ON THE 29TH DAY OF JUNE 1900. 



§ 1. 

The right to nominate a candidate for the prize-competition shall belong to: 
Members of the Swedish Academy and of the Academies in France and Spain, 
which are similar to it in constitution and purpose; members also of the human- 
istic classes of other academies and of those humanistic institutions and societies 
that are on the same footing as academies; and teachers of Aesthetics, literature 
and history at university colleges. 

The above regulation shall be i)ublicly announced at least once every five 
years in some official or widely circulated journal in each of the throe Scandi- 
navian countries and in the chief countries of the civilised world. 



2. 

The Academy shall appoint at its Nobel-Institute, which shall embrace a 
large library chiefly of works in modern literature, not only a head-librarian 
and one or more sub-librarians, but also, as far as needed, other officers and 
assistants of literary training, either with temporary or permanent posts, to 
discharge the work of preparing questions arising out of the prize-competition 
prior to their treatment by the Academy, to draw up reports concerning literary 
works of recent publication in foreign countries and to translate from foreign languages 
when such work is required. 

The Nobel-Institute of the Swedish Academy shall be under the superin- 
tendence of an Inspector appointed by the Crown, and under the immediate 
management of a member of the Academy, to be chosen by that body. 
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» 8. 

The Academy shall be empowered to employ the proceeds of the special 
fund in furthering, in such directions as the testator ultimately had in view in 
making his bequest, any work in the field of literature, whether carried on in 
Sweden or abroad, that may be considered to possess importance more, especially 
in those departments of culture which it is the function of the Academy to tend 
and foster. 

§ 4. 

If those members of the Academy who do not live in Stockholm are pre- 
vented from personally taking part in the election of delegates, which the Code 
enjoins upon the Academy, they are entitled to vote by sending in voting-papers. 

The members of the Academy who are non-resident in Stockholm are entitled to 
compensation for travelling expenses, to a value which the Academy shall de- 
termine, if they desire to be present at any meeting of the Academy where any 
question is on the agenda that relates to the prize-distribution, to the reserving 
of money or to the allotting of reserve sums to a special fund. 



§ 5. 

In cases where other forms of compensation than those for travelling or for 
attendance, as provided in § 4 above and in § 16 of the Code, be voted to a 
member of the Academy, that body itself not being authorised by the Code to 
dispense such payment, the vote shall be submitted to the Crown for considera- 
tion and sanction. 

To all which Each and Every One, whom it may concern, hath to pay 
dutiful and obedient heed. To the further certainty whereof WE have hereby 
attached OUR own signature and royal seal. 

At the Palace in Stockholm, on this the 29th day of June 1900. 



OSCAR. 

(L. S.) 

i\V/.s Claeson. 



NOTE. 

The Royal Academy of Science (Kungl. Vetenskaps-Akademien) in Stock- 
holm was founded in 1739. The statutes of its constitution at present in force 
date from the. year 1850 (July 13). The functions of the Academy are to en- 
courage the pursuit and the development of the sciences and also to spread a 
knowledge of them by the circulation of printed scientific papers and monographs. 

The Academy, of which the King is the patron, numbers 100 Swedish and 
Norwegian members and 75 foreign ones. The home members are ranged in 9 
Classes, to wit: 1. Pure Mathematics; 2. Applied Mathematics; 3. Practical 
Mechanics; 4. Physical Sciences; 5. Chemistry, Geology and Mineralogy; 6. Botany 
and Zoology; 7. Medical Sciences; 8. Technology, Economics and Statistics; 
0. General Science and Scientific Pursuits. 

The Academy elects its President annually, but has several permanent 
officials, among whom the chief is the Secretary, who has the details of the 
management under his care. 

The Caroline Medical-Chirurgical Institute (Kungl. Karolinska Institutet) 
in Stockholm dates from 1815. The statutes now in force received the King's 
sanction on April 29 1886. It corresponds to a University Medical Faculty and 
has the same standing as the Medical Faculties at Upsala and Lund. Theoretical 
and practical instruction in the Medical Sciences is imparted, and students are 
able to graduate at the Institute. 

The head of the Institute is the Rector, chosen from among their own 
number by the staff of professors for a term of three years ; the management and 
control of the Institute is vested in him. The professorial staff numbers at 
present 22. 

The Swedish Academy (Svenska Akademien) in Stockholm, founded by King 
Gustavus III on the 20th of March 1786, when it received the statutes of con- 
stitution still in force, devotes itself to the arts of elocution and poetry, its 
mission being to labour in the interests of the preservation of purity, force and 
elevation of diction in the Swedish language both in scientific works and, more 
especially, in those products of pure literature that are embraced under the terms 
poetry and elocution in all their scope, not excluding those works that have the 
inculcation of religion for their purpose. It is part of the task of the Academy 
to prepare for publication a dictionary of the Swedish language and likewise a 
grammar, besides issuing papers and treatises calculated to establish and cultivate 
good taste. The Academy awards annual prizes to the winners of competitions 
in elocution and poetry. The membership of the Academy is fixed at 18, all 
being Swedes; the King is its patron. The officials consist of a President, a 
Chancellor, and a Permanent Secretary, all chosen from among the members. 
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Special Regulations 

concerning the Distribution of the Nobel Peace Prize, the 

Norwegian Nobel Institute etc. 



The Nobel Committee of the Norwegian Parliament. 

§ 1. 

On August 5th, 1897, the Storting passed the following" resolution 
regarding the election of the Nobel Committee of the Norwegian Parliament: 

«0n nomination of the Election Committee of the Storting, the five per- 
sons charged with the distribution of the Prize, are elected by the last Storting 
in each electoral period. They are elected for a period of six years. After three 
years two of the elected retire, and later on every three years alternately three 
and two. Moreover three substitutes are elected every three years. Retiring 
members may be reelected ». 

On April 1st 1903 the Storting ruled that new elections shall be in force 
from the ensuing First of January. 

§ 2. 

The Nobel Committee chooses its president and vice-president for each year. 
The president prepares the questions to be submitted to the Committee and calls 
the members to meeting. He orders bills to be paid, and settles questions of 
an administrative character, on which communication is made at the following 
meeting of the Committee. 

For his assistance, and with mutual time of notice of six months, is appoin- 
ted a secretary who at the same time keeps the accounts of the Committee. 
The President appoints further assistants, if funds are provided. 

The Nobel Peace Prize, 

§ 3. 

Proposals of candidates for the Nobel Peace Prize must, in order to be 
taken into consideration at the annual distribution of the prize, be handed to 
the Nobel Committee of the Norwegian Parliament at Kristiania before the 1st 
of February of the same year. 

Any one of the following persons are held to be duly qualified to present 
candidates for. the Nobel Peace Prize : 
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1. Members and late members of the Nobel Committee of the Norweg'iaii 
Parliament, as well as the advisers appointed at tlie Norwegian Nobel 
Institute. 

2. Members of Parliament and Members of Government of the different states, 
as well as Members of the Interparliamentary Union. 

3. Members of the International Arbitration Conrt at the Hagne. 

4. Members of the Commission of the Permanent International Peace Bureau. 

5. Members and Associates of tlie Institute of International Law. 

6. University professors of Political Science and of Law, of History and 
Philosophy. 

7. Persons who have received the Nobel Peace Prize. 



§ 4. 
The Nobel Peace Prize may also be accorded to institutions or associations. 



The Norwegian Nobel Institute, 

§ 5. 

The Nobel Institute is founded by the Nobel (Committee of the Norwegian 
Parliament and placed under its management according lo the Statutes of the 
Nobel Foundation. 

§ «• 

The object of the Institute is to follow the development of international 
relations, especially the work for pacific settlement of them, and thereby counsel 
the Committee with regard to the distribution of the Prize. 

The Institute shall moreover work to promote mutual friendship and 
respect, peaceful intercourse, justice and fraternity amon^ nations. 

§ 7. 

The Institute possesses a library, a collection of periodicals and a reading- 
room. Scientific research and a popular propaganda may be attached to it. 

From its funds the Institute can support similar efforts in Norway and 
abroad. 



§ 8. 

The Nobel Committee provides for the expenses of the Institute and 
appoints its staff. 

An annual report is made to the Storting. 



